A Message from Mayor Paul Smith:
Although you can’t always tell by the weather, autumn is just about finished and winter will soon be
upon us.
It has been a very busy fall season for Union Beach and the governing body. Here’s an update of what
has been going on in the borough:
On October 20th there was a Town Meeting with the Army Corps of Engineers to discuss our Flood
Protection Project. There were representatives from the federal, state and local level on hand to
present detailed information about the project. They brought maps, related drawings and information
for the residents to view. There was a question and answer period and all residents were encouraged to
leave written comments and concerns to be included in the next report. It was a very helpful gathering
for the residents where many rumors and assumptions were replaced with factual information.
For those who may not have been able to attend, the information presented at that meeting is available
to be viewed on the Borough’s website.
The Council has adopted an Ordinance approving the Commercial Corridors Redevelopment Plan.
This plan identifies 4 areas of the Borough in need of redevelopment and defines the uses we would like
to see there. It sets parameters which will be used by the planning board as developers bring businesses
to these areas.
We have completed our road reconstruction projects for the year. This year saw reconstruction of
sections of Branch and Tenth Street. We had a grant from NJDOT that helped us complete a section of
Arlington Avenue and a Community Development Block Grant for a portion of Johnson Avenue. Plus,
we were able to provide some relief to residents on sections of Shore, Seagate, Lorillard and Seaview
with an overlay on their road.
The Borough has been awarded an upgrade in the Community Rating System which will provide a
discount in your Flood Insurance Premium of 20% for policies renewed after October 1, 2016. This is an
increase from the previous discount of 10% and is primarily due to the new building regulations as
residents continue to rebuild following Sandy.
Upcoming in Union Beach………
Our Annual Reorganization Meeting will take place at 6:00 p.m. on Friday January 6th at Borough Hall.
We will welcome Al Lewandowski and Anthony Cavallo as new members of the Borough Council at this
time and we wish Jeff Williams and Tim Perrella well in their future endeavors and thank them for their
service.
Remember that Dog Licenses are due in January! Please check the borough website for office hours. All
dogs must have a valid rabies vaccination to be licensed. This is for the safety of all residents especially
as we see more foxes and raccoons around town.
Finally, this weather will not last all winter. So take advantage of nice days now to prepare for the winter
weather ahead. Avoid the last minute rush once snow is in the forecast.
I wish you all a very Happy Holiday Season, for whatever holiday you celebrate.
Keep Smiling,
Paul

